Article 13 - Access to justice
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Disability Convention) outlines how we can get access to justice. The article states: 

1. States Parties shall ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate accommodations, in order to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, including at investigative and other preliminary stages.

2. In order to help to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities, States Parties shall promote appropriate training for those working in the field of administration of justice, including police and prison staff.

Number 1 means you have the right to access justice the same as everyone else and in a way that you can understand. If you are learning disabled, the courts have to accommodate your need so you can understand the process whether you are a witness, or another member of the legal issue. This means you cannot be discriminated against because you have a disability and therefore if you have a legal issue you are entitled to have all the legal help and support you need. This includes with the police, lawyers, judges and everyone who you are involved with when you are addressing any legal issue.

Number 2 is where the Government will promote training for the lawyers, judges, the police and anyone else involved in legal work, including prison staff. This is possibly easier said than done because until the Government promotes training at the undergraduate level for lawyers, judges, the police and prison staff, then the training they get will only have a limited impact. 

Now you know you have rights, you can say you are entitled and fight for those rights. For instance if you are a victim of a crime and want justice, then if you can’t argue your case verbally you can insist on using a computer or an interpreter for your voice so you can see justice served. The justice system cannot deny you that right. If you have a family member who is learning disabled and unable to speak their complaint, then you can fight for their right to have their case taken up by the police, etc. 

We have rights and no one can remove those rights from us. Use your rights for any injustice you experience. If you need help and support for your case, then go to your local community law centre, the Human Rights Commission or DPA. They can all help you. 
